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his property from that of the neighbour below him, was a continual anxiety. In spite of all possible precautions it tumbled down constantly, and scattered stones and mortar over the ground on each side of it. After this had happened two or three times, and Balzac, while investigating the extent of the damage on one of these occasions, had fallen and injured his leg, so that he was in bed for forty days, a meeting of experts was held, and it was decided that the angle at which the wall had been built was not sufficiently acute. The error was rectified, and there were general rejoicings and congratulations ; but the next day it rained, and in the evening news was brought to Balzac that the whole structure had toppled over, and was reposing in ruins in his neighbour's garden. This was serious, as the neighbour promptly sent in an enormous bill for damages done to his carrots and turnips ; and it was probably on this occasion that Balzac wrote in March 1839 a despairing letter to Madame Carraud, containing the words : " To you, sister of my soul, I can confide my greatest secrets ; I am now in the midst of terrible misery. All the walls of Les Jardies have fallen down through the fault of the builder, who did not make any foundations." * No builder, however, managed to effect the feat of making this unfortunate wall stand upright ; and in the end, to allow it to come down in peace and comfort whenever it felt so disposed, Balzac bought the strip of
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